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affirmation of faith, the oath of citizenship), a 

sermon as the officer  in charge reminded everyone 

of their responsibilities and privileges, and, of 

course, conversion: from one nationality to another, 

from one name to another. 
 

In the second chapter of Ephesians, Paul wrote,  "So 

then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 

are citizens with the saints and also members of the 

household of God..."    
 

I thought about the diversity of our nation: a nation 

of many nationalities.  We've always been that way. 

  
(continued on pg. 2) 

I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely 

renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any 

foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, of 

whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or 

citizen...   -opening line, The Oath of Citizenship 
 

On Friday, January 16th, Yulia became a citizen of the 

United States of America. 
 

I remember when we first went to the immigration 

office in Baltimore for the interview, so they could 

decide if we were really married.  I remember how 

many pages of forms we had to fill out and how many 

documents I collected to prove we lived together and 

shared finances ( I still have them in a box) in order to 

get her ten year green card and alien number.  I 

remember going to US Customs and Immigration 

Service Centers for fingerprints in Maryland, Florida 

and in Georgia (to be sure it was the same Yulia).  
 

Week after week, Yulia attended classes in English 

and US government and history in Atlanta.  By then, 

she knew her senators and representatives for Atlanta, 

Florida and New Jersey.  Jacksonville was the last 

hurdle. Again and again we went over the 100 

questions about America. The oral and written test was 

given by a mean woman who was not having a good 

morning.  Regardless, Yulia passed. 
 

That Friday, sixty seven people from thirty nine 

countries along with family members, stood in a room 

on the fifteenth floor of the Peter Rodino Federal 

building in Newark.  As I looked around the room at the 

collection of people, two words came to mind: 

strangers and aliens.  Yet, like other family members, I 

stood off to the side to watch Yulia, renouncing 

princes, potentates and other sovereignties, singing 

the national anthem, pledging to the flag, swearing her 

allegiance to America, a new citizen of her new country 

and with her new name: Yulia Gamble.   
 

It occurred to me it was like church.  We had a time of 

introductions, a hymn, special music (I'm proud to be 

an American, by Lee Greenwood, on video) an 

"So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also mem-

bers of the household of God..."   Ephesians 2:19 
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FPCNV Staff 
  

Dr. Robert Gamble,                       
Interim Pastor 

Amanda Tsukamoto,                 
Minister of Music/Organist 

Elena Bird Zolnick,                      
Minister of Music/Choir Director 

Debbie Hennessey,                      
Office Administrator and          
Manager of Accounting 

Katherine Ann Newburg,            
Interim Dir. of Sunday School 

Tony Rodriguez,  Custodian 
 

 Elders 
  

Jane Coyle, Clerk of Session 

Todd Claytor 

Caroline Ford 

Kerra French 

David Mitchell 

Meg Richardson 

Katherine Sheeleigh 

Jonathan Shelby 

Tricia Tiensch 

Phil Van Kirk 

Carol Vellekamp 

Keith Wood 

 

 Deacons 
  

Lisa Chapman, Moderator 

Aimee Bloom 

Robyn Brown 

Janet Bruns 

Erin Castner 

Fenton Chaney 

Andrea Di Ruggiero 

Sandy Finlayson 

Olin Friant 

Barbara Gill 

Rebecca Kipperman 

Susan Morris 

Judith Shelton 

Olivia Shelton 

Eileen Urban 

 

Certainly we have a diversity of faiths in our country but we also 

increasing diversity within the church.   "So then you are no longer Jew 

or Gentile, slave or free..." Paul said.  As the early church spread 

throughout Asia Minor, then north, south, east and west, people of all 

known nations became Christians. Now in our changing and 

interconnected world, nationalities are no longer tied to nations. 
 

If thirty nine nationalities could be found among sixty seven people 

becoming citizens of America, it's the future of America and the future 

of our church.  If it's not our future, we may not have a future. 
 

Presbyterians in general and New Vernon in particular may be one of 

the last places to see this kind of diversity.  But it will come. Who are 

you neighbors?  Who are the people moving into Morris County?  I 

don't think they are all from European heritage.  I think it takes effort 

for someone from a completely different race and nationality to feel at 

home in a predominantly white-North American church, more effort 

perhaps than the box full of forms and all the interviews and tests it 

takes to be an American citizen.  But the church of Jesus Christ is 

globally, nationally and even locally moving in the direction of what I 

saw in that room the day Yulia became a citizen. Those people too will 

no longer be strangers and aliens, but citizens with the saints and 

also members of our household of God. 

Robert Gamble 

The Oath of Citizenship:  I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely 

renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, 

state, or sovereignty, of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or 

citizen; that I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United 

States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear 

true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the 

United States when required by the law; that I will perform noncombatant 

service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the law; that 

I will perform work of national importance under civilian direction when 

required by the law; and that I take this obligation freely, without any mental 

reservation or purpose of evasion; so help me God." 

Congratulations Yulia Gamble! 
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The following highlights are from the  

January 20, 2015 Session meeting. 
 
The meeting began with Dr. Gamble leading devotions.  
 
Committee Highlights 
 

Adult Education 
On January 11, Dr. Gerald Liu presented on The History of Protestantism. Dr. Gamble will give a 
presentation on Ukraine on January 25. The next movie night is scheduled for February 11, and 
the feature film will be Inside Man. 
 

Youth Education 
The youth will help with cooking for the “Souper” Bowl Sunday luncheon on February 1. A 
dinner for moms of young children will be hosted at the Church on February 6, led by 
Katherine Ann. This will give mothers of young children a night off and the opportunity for 
some fellowship with other mothers. Eighth-grade students have started to meet in 
preparation for the 2015 confirmation class. 
 

Congregational Life 
In conjunction with the youth club members, the Committee will provide lunch on “Souper” 
Bowl Sunday. The free will offering will benefit the Community Soup Kitchen.  
 

Finance 
The 2015 budget has been approved by Session.  
 

Stewardship 
Although the funds are still short of the goal, the average donation per member is up this 
year.  
  

Nominating 
February 1 is Ordination Sunday, at which time the new Elders and Deacons for 2015 will be 
ordained and installed.  
 

 The communion dates for 2015 were approved by Session.  
 

 Robert and Yulia will be in Ukraine from February 23 through March 13. 
 

 Communion will be served on Sunday, February 1.  
 

 The next meeting of Session will be on Tuesday, February 18.  
 

Dr. Gamble adjourned the meeting with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jane Coyle, Clerk of Session 

 
JANUARY  SESSION  MEETING  HIGHLIGHTS 
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Youth & Children’s Ministry  

First Presbyterian Church of New Vernon 

 

Youth Ministry Activities Calendar 
 

All activities open to students Grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 
 
 

Sunday, February 1  Souper Bowl Sunday 11:00 am – Decorating & Serving 

Sunday, February 8  Service Project  11:30 am - Valentine’s Day Care Packages 

Saturday, March 7  Dinner and Bernards High Musical -  5:30 pm   

Sunday, March 29  Service Project 11:30 am - Easter Egg Stuffing 

Saturday, April 18  Service Project – The Relief Bus (Grades 9-12) 

Saturday, May 16  Service Project – Community Food Bank of New Jersey 

Saturday, June 6  Service Project - Car Wash 

Sunday, June 7  High School Graduate Recognition Sunday 

Saturday, June 13  Car Wash rain date 

Sunday, July 5-11  Sr. High Mission Trip (Grades 9-12) 

 
PULSE:  High School Students:   

Join 9th-12th graders every other Sunday night @ Liberty Corner Presbyterian Church (LCPC) from 7:00-

8:30PM for fun, food, live music, and a brief faith talk.   

Check website at: http://www.studentlifenow.org/  for updated schedule of PULSE meetings.  

Meet at church at 6:30PM on PULSE Sundays for a ride to the LCPC.  We’ll return to the church parking lot by 

9:00PM. 

http://www.studentlifenow.org/
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Mission Trip to Guatemala:  April 6-11, 2015 
  

GREAT NEWS!  Greg Van Kirk is helping us organize a trip to Guatemala to experience firsthand the efforts 
of Community Enterprise Solutions (CE Solutions).  Greg is the founder of CE Solutions and a longtime 
member of our congregation.  Please sign up now to join the trip to Guatemala next year, from April 6 
through 11th.   Please note that it has been scheduled during the public school vacation so student 
congregation members can also participate.  The itinerary is being refined, but generally the plans are: 

 

April 6 – Arrive in Antigua, get settled at hotel, meet our team leaders, and attend group orientation 
April 7 – Travel via microbus to Nebaj, stop at ruins and markets along the way 
April 8 & 9  – Work in Centro Explorativo, visit local church, and guided hike to explore area 
April 10 – Wrap up work project, reflect on our experience, and return to Antigua 
April 11 – Fly back to USA 

  

Parents of FPCNV 9th-12th Graders 
 

As part of our Sr. High Youth Ministry at the First Presbyterian Church of New 
Vernon, we will be hosting a mission trip for current 9th-12th graders from 
July 5-11, 2015 to the Adirondack Mountains through an organization called 
YouthWorks.  We anticipate the cost to be approximately $300 per person. 
  

We need an idea of how many 9th-12th graders are interested and available 
to join our trip in July .  We currently have 12 spaces reserved and need some indication now whether we will 
use all 12 spaces or need to lower that number. We will be requesting a formal commitment and trip deposit 
in early March. 
  

You’ll receive an invitation later this month to attend an information session to provide you and your high 

school student(s) with an opportunity to learn more about the July 5-11 mission trip.  In the meantime, you 
can read more about the Adirondack Mountains Mission Trip on the YouthWorks website at:   
  

https://www.youthworks.com/communities/Adirondack_Mountains 
  

Please contact Kerra French for more information and/or to tell her of your child’s interest in participating. 

https://www.youthworks.com/communities/Adirondack_Mountains
https://www.youthworks.com/
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 FPCNV Book Club 

Schedule 

February Book Selection:   
In the Shadow of the Banyan 
 

For  seven-year-old Raami, the 

shattering end of childhood begins 
with the footsteps of her father 
returning home in the early dawn 
hours bringing details of the civil 
war that has overwhelmed the 

streets of Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital.  Soon 
the family’s world of carefully guarded royal 
privilege is swept up in the chaos of revolution and 
forced exodus. 

Over the next four years, as she endures the deaths 
of family members, starvation, and brutal forced 
labor, Raami clings to the only remaining vestige of 
childhood—the mythical legends and poems told to 
her by her father.  In a climate of systematic violence 
where memory is sickness and justification for 
execution, Raami fights for her improbable survival.  
In the “Shadow of the Banyan” is testament to the 

transcendent power of narrative and a brilliantly 
wrought tale of human resilience.                                        
- http://www.vaddeyratner.com/banyan/  

Meeting Dates and Book Selections 
 
 

Where:  Library When:  7:30 pm 

 
FEB 10 In the Shadow of the Banyan  

 by Vaddey Ratner    
  

MAR 10 Life After Life by Kate Atkinson  
  

APR  14 The Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg 
  

MAY 12 The Light Between Oceans  

  by M.L. Stedman 
  

JUN  9 The Secret Life of Bletchly Park:  The 

  WWII Codebreaking Centre and the Men 

  and Women Who Worked There 

 by Sinclair McKay 
   

 New members are welcome. 

 

  

Ordination & Installation of Elders & Deacons 
Sunday, February 1 During Worship 

 
On Sunday, February 1 there will be an installation of Elders and Deacons during  the Worship Service.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
David Dietz will join us as an auditor, and Tom Ewig will cover nominating. 

Session 
Tod Claytor, Personnel Committee 
David Mitchell, Adult Education 
Phil Van Kirk, Buildings and Grounds 
Carol Vellekamp, Membership 

Deacons 
Aimee Bloom 
Janet Bruns 
Barbara Gill 
Rebecca Kipperman 
Eileen Urban 
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 To the New York Premier of 

The Unknown Diabelli Variations 
Featuring 

Pianists from Mason Gross School of the Arts 
Min Kwon, Artistic Director 

  

Tuesday, February 17 at 7:30 pm 
Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall 

881 Seventh Avenue at 57th Street, New York City 
  

Min Kwon returns to Carnegie Weill Recital Hall with 25 of her doctoral students from Rutgers 

Mason Gross School of the Arts presenting the rarely heard program of Diabelli 50 variations by 

19th-century composers and six new variations by Rutgers young composers. 
  

The evening will offer a fascinating glimpse into the genius of these 50 composers as you journey 

through music inspired by the simple theme of a prominent music publisher of the time, Anton 

Diabelli. 
  

Tickets are complimentary to Church members.   

Please contact Debbie Hennessey in the Church Office if you are interested in attending. 



8- The Pipe Organ              February 2015 

 

Current Needs: (bolded items needed most) 
 
 Rice 
 100% juice 32 oz. 
 Canned Vegetables 
 Canned Fruit 
 Tuna Fish and other canned fish 
 Cereal 
 Peanut Butter 
 Macaroni and Cheese 
 Soups—regular, hearty, and low sodium  
 Quart and gallon size re-sealable bags 
 Side Dishes: 

  Instant potatoes 
 Stuffing 
 Rice-A-Roni 
 Hamburger Helper, etc. 

 Canned meats and meals: 
 Ravioli 
 Spaghetti & meatballs 
 Hash 
 Stew 
 Canned chicken, etc. 

 Boost or Ensure:  Boost Glucose Control or Glucema 
 Dry Milk (1-quart package) 
 Enfamil Instant Formula (NOT newborn) 
 Parmalat (shelf stable 32 oz. size) 
 Baby food—Stage 1 fruits & veggies & Stage 3 

Vegetables and meats 
 Evaporated milk 
 Diapers 5 & 6, Pull Ups 4T & 5T, Baby wipes 
 Pasta/Whole wheat pasta 
 Adult Depends 
 Tea (100 ct. boxes) 
 Spaghetti/Tomato Sauce 
 Canned Beans (Pork and Beans, Pinto, Red, White) 
 Gluten-Free Products 
 Individually wrapped Granola Bars 
 
 

Donations may be dropped off in Fellowship Hall and will be 
delivered to the Food Pantry by a member of the Outreach 
Committee. 

Next Men’s Breakfast 
 

Wednesday, February 11  
7:30 am 

 

at 
 

The Red Rooster Café 
New Vernon, NJ 

 

Thank-You Coffee Hour 
Hosts and Hostesses 

 

 
JANUARY 

 
Sue and Dave Mitchell 
Kerra and Jeff French 

Ruth and Fenton Chaney 
Bernice and Bill Paton 

 

We are now in need of Coffee Hour 
Hosts and Hostesses for  

February and March 
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 February Movie Night:   

Wednesday, February 11 at 7 pm 
At the Chaneys’  

 

Inside Man 
2006 (129 minutes ) 

 

Dispatched to the scene of a bank robbery, detective Keith Frazier must match wits with a cunning 
thief who's always one step ahead of the cops. When a loose-cannon negotiator is called on for 
help, the unstable situation spins out of control. 

 

Cast: Denzel Washington, Clive Owen, Jodie Foster 

  

 

Crossroads 500! Campaign Closing   
  

You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 

through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is 

not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of 

thanks to God.                                                                                            2 Corinthians 9:11-12 
  

The “Crossroads 500!” Stewardship campaign comes to a close, but, as Paul writes above, 

our pledging is just one of “many expressions of thanks to God.”   On behalf of the 

Stewardship Committee and Session, let me again express our thanks to all Church members 

who have pledged and just say that we hope your participation extends beyond the financial, 

that we see you on Sundays and at many of the outstanding church events.  The pledge total 

unfortunately never got close to the goal, as “Father Time” has depleted our ranks and we 

have lost several  members who were faithful donors who moved to Florida, assisted living 

care, or out of the area.   With some additional pledges this year from those who could not 

commit, we anticipate getting to about 85% of the $500,000 mark we set.  This speaks 

volumes to our need for new members and bringing guests to church services and 

events!  Finally, it is very important that everyone review carefully the quarterly statements to 

ensure that your donations have been posted accurately.  If not, please call Darlene Cappel 

as soon as possible to reconcile the situation.   Thank you again. 
 

May God bless you. 

Jonathan Shelby, Stewardship Chair 

http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Denzel_Washington/97478?lnkce=mdp-cast&trkid=1467260
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February 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 
Communion Sunday 
 
Worship 10 am 
Coffee Hour 11 am 

  
  

  
  
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

  Bible Study  
9-10 am  
 
 
  
 
 
 
Choir 7:30 pm 

   
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

  
 

  
 

 

 
  
 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Worship 10 am 
Coffee Hour 11 am 

  

Women’s  
Bible Study   
9:30-11 am 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deacons’ Meeting 
7 pm 
 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 

Session Mtg. 
7:00 pm 
 

Book Club 
7:30 pm 
 

 Men’s 
Breakfast 
7:30 am 

Red Rooster 
Café  

 
 

 
 
 
  

Movie Night 
7 pm 

Bible Study  
9-10 am  
 
 
  
 

 
Finance Com. 
Mtg 7:00 pm 

 
Choir 7:30 pm 

  
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

  

 
  
 
  
 
 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
 

Worship 10 am 
Coffee Hour 11 am 

   
  

Women’s  
Bible Study   
9:30-11 am 
 
 
Presidents’ Day 
Church Office 
Closed 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Bible Study  
9-10 am  
 
 
  
 
 
 
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 

  
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Worship 10 am 
Annual Mtg.  11 am 
Coffee Hour    

Women’s  
Bible Study   
9:30-11 am 
 
  

 
 
  
 

   
 
 
  

Bible Study  
9-10 am  
 
 
 
  
 
Choir 7:30 pm 

 
 
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

 
 

  

       
        

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
 

The Session has called the Annual Meeting of the Congregation to be held on 
Sunday, February 22, immediately following the Worship Service. 
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Sunday, February 1  

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Preacher:  Dr. Gamble 
Liturgist:  Jane Coyle 

Sunday, February 8  

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Preacher:  Dr. Gamble 
Liturgist:  Carol Vellekamp 

Sunday, February 15  

Transfiguration of the Lord 
 

Preacher:  Dr. Gamble 
Liturgist:  TBA 

Sunday, February 22 

First Sunday in Lent 
 

Preacher:  Dr. Gamble 
Liturgist:  Phil Van Kirk 

February Worship Plans 

 

W e want to take a moment to say a special thank-you to our outgoing 
members of Session and Deacons.  They have given a great deal of their 
time and effort in faithful service to our Church and Congregation. 

God is not unjust; he will not forget 

your work and the love you have 

shown him as you have helped his 

people and continue to help him. 
 

Hebrews 6:10 

Members of Session     Board of Deacons 
Nancy Barrett, Adult Education   Rachel Newburg 
Tom Ewig, Membership       Anne Thomas 
Brett Fischer, Buildings & Grounds   Anne Waite 
Brenda Myers, Personnel   



CHURCH OFFICE 
 THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 NEW VERNON, NEW JERSEY 07976                                                                             
                                                                         
 Phone:    973-538-8394 
 E-mail:      office@pcnv.org 
 Fax:           973-538-3969 
 website:  www. pcnv.org 

E-mail Addresses 
The Church Office is still collecting and correcting e-mail addresses from our members.  If 
you would like to be included in various e-mail mailings, please e-mail office@pcnv.org or 

call 973-538-8394. 
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First Presbyterian Church 
2 Lee’s Hill Road, PO Box 218 
New Vernon, NJ 07976-0218 

 
 

  

FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Youth Group Pre-Game  
Saturday, January 31  

 

Souper Bowl Luncheon 
Sunday, February 1 ~ Coffee Hour 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

Wednesday, February 11 
Red Rooster Café 

 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

Sunday, February 22 
Immediately following worship. 


