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move in that direction and be found and 
greeted by our regular members. 
 

And I know, it feels more like camp in there 
with our folding chairs and wooden floor, but 
camp always was the place life was 
spontaneous, faith nourished, and friendships 
cherished. Look for that to happen in these 
months in Fellowship Hall; make it a beautiful 
time together. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Robert 

Dear Friends, 
 

Already, this place feels like home, and by that I 
mean First Presbyterian Church and the community 
that is New Vernon.  You have been thoughtful and 
welcoming of Yulia and me; you have become our 
friends. I think of that line in the gospel of John 
where Jesus says to his disciples, "No longer do I 
call you servants, but friends."  As if he is saying, I 
know we are in service to each other, but we can 
do it just as well, if not better, as friends. 
 

Some of you have apologized to me for this time 
we are worshipping in Fellowship Hall instead of 
the beautiful Sanctuary, but I am glad for it.  We will 
be back in the Sanctuary soon enough (next year) 
and be able to worship in that style, so for now, 
let's take advantage of the informality of this space 
to get to know each other better as friends.  Most 
spaces for worship are designed to be 
"worshipful." People look forward to the pulpit and 
chancel area out of reverence.  In Fellowship Hall, 
you have been sitting in almost a semi-circle, able to 
look across and see each other.  Everyone is a little 
closer to the pulpit.  We can allow ourselves to be a 
little more flexible and engaging with each other.  
You can read more nametags and learn the names 
of those you don't know already. When we pass the 
peace, you can get around to greeting more folks in 
worship. 
 

Another benefit we have with worship in our 
Fellowship Hall is the almost captive audience we 
have for coffee fellowship.  I imagine we lose a few 
in the walk from the Sanctuary to Fellowship Hall 
after worship in the real Sanctuary, but for now, 
with the smell of sweets and coffee just to your left, 
it's easier for those who come as guests to just 
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Christmas Donations 
Morris County Correctional Facility 

 Drop-off deadline is December 17 

 
The following is a list of items that have been approved to be donated for 
the approximately 400 inmates’ Christmas gift bags this year.  

 

  Men’s white crew neck t-shirts in lg, X-lg, 2X, and 3X 

  (no V-necks or pockets allowed) 
 

  Men’s white briefs 
 

  White crew socks 
 

  Envelope with a check made out to Chaplaincy Program of 

  MCCF for $10 or more for toiletry items (these products will be  
  be purchased by coordinators so that all gifts will be the same 
  brand/size/color, etc.) 
 

  Home-baked cookies (5 cookies per plastic baggie—no  

  frosting or metal tins, please) 
 

The above items are the only ones that will be accepted by security.  
Please do not gift wrap your donations.  

 

The holidays are an especially difficult time for inmates and their 
families.  This is a time when your generosity will truly touch the hearts 
of the men and women who are incarcerated at MCCF.  Your acts of 
kindness may be seen by a prisoner as the brightest beacon of God’s 
love. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

No Time to Bake Cookies? 

 
Nancy Barrett’s young neighbor, who likes to bake, will bake cookies for 
the jail for $20 a batch.  Each batch is about 38 nice-sized cookies.  If 
anyone would like to order cookies from her, you can contact Nancy 
Barrett at 973-425-1414.  When dropping cookies off, it would be helpful 
if individual baggies hold 5 cookies per bag. 
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The meeting began with Tom Ewig leading devotions.  
 

Worship & Music: There were several musical events presented over the past month, which were 

received with enthusiasm and appreciation. The Christmas Program is currently being planned. This 

year, Christmas services will be held at the traditional times of 5:00 pm and 11:00 pm. 
 

Mission & Outreach: There will be a food drive for Homeless Solutions and Transitional Housing; boxes 

for food donations will be available in Fellowship Hall. 17 bikes plus shipping costs were donated to 

Pedals for Progress. The Committee needs two new members.  If you are interested, contact Kathy 

Sheeleigh at ksheeleigh@gmail.com 
 

Finance:  There are some delays to the sanctuary stabilization project. Asbestos removal, which was 

not foreseen, and the acquisition of needed permits held up the contractor. The estimated time of the 

project has been increased from 4 to 5 months. We should be back in the sanctuary by early April. 

There has been some discussion about whether to keep the pool at the manse or demolish it. This 

discussion is still open and will be continued in the spring.  
 

Congregational Life:  The luncheon for Robert and Yulia, on his first Sunday in the pulpit, was a great 

success due in part to the volunteers who pitched in and helped.  Thank you! This year, due to our 

displacement from the sanctuary, our Christmas meal will be a dinner rather than a luncheon to be 

held on December 7. It would be most helpful for attendees to RSVP. It is very challenging for the 

Committee to plan the menu when the number of attendees is more than double the responses.  

Please sign up or respond via email if you plan to come.  
 

Youth Education:  Katherine Ann Newburg has been hired as the new interim Sunday School director. 

Katherine Ann recently graduated with a degree in elementary education; she is the daughter of 

Thursday morning Bible study leader Kevin Newburg. A senior high mission trip is scheduled for next 

summer. There are some great opportunities for our youth over the long weekend in November. In 

addition to helping the Gambles with some painting in their new home, they will prepare meals-to-go 

for the Morristown Soup Kitchen, and they will cook for and serve soup to the poor and the homeless 

living in Harlem.  There will be one youth mission activity scheduled per month, enabling our youth to 

bond while helping others.    
  

Adult Education:  We had the pleasure of hosting some excellent speakers in October. In November, in 

addition to Greg Porraro speaking on environmental living, we will have the opportunity to hear from 

Herman Scott from the Morristown Correctional Facility on November 23. He will also supply a list of 

some items that the inmates need. 
 

Communication & Administration:  The new website has officially been launched! Debbie will maintain 

the calendar and update the website when new information is provided.  
 

Stewardship:  Many pledges have been sent in, but many more are still missing. If you sent in your 

pledge, thank you; if not, please do so as soon as you can. We will hear testimonials from some 

members of the congregation in the coming month.  
 

Membership:  The Committee will host a small dinner for the Gambles. Small groups for discussion 

and fellowship will be formed so that the Gambles can meet all members in a more casual and 

intimate environment. 
 

Nominating:  The Nominating Committee is still working on filling the openings on the Board of 

Deacons and Session. The mission study is currently being developed. Upon completion, the Pastor 

Nominating Committee (PNC) can be formed. If you are interested in serving, on it please contact Jane 

Coyle at janeacoyle@gmail.com 
 

Communion will be served on Sunday, Nov 2. The next meeting of Session will be on Tuesday, Nov 18. 

Dr. Gamble adjourned the meeting with prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Jane Coyle, Clerk of Session 

 

OCTOBER  SESSION  HIGHLIGHTS 
October 21, 2014 Meeting 

mailto:janeacoyle@gmail.com
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Youth Ministry Service Weekend November 6-8, 2014 
One of our Youth Ministry core values is SERVICE, and we demonstrate the importance of our faith by loving and 

serving others with our hands and feet.  We have prepared a weekend of service projects for youth grades 9-
12.  If you’re off from school on Thursday and Friday, join us for activities each day.  If you’re not off from school, 
join us for dinner on Friday, Saturday’s mission trip, and Sunday worship!  
 

FEED THE SOUL 

 
 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me in.   Matthew 35:25 
 

Thursday, November 6:   Community Soup Kitchen Service Project 
Back by popular demand!  Meet at Fellowship Hall at 2:00 pm and bring $10 of your own money.  
We’ll go shop for supplies and return to the church to assemble Breakfast-to-Go bags for the 
guests of the Community Soup Kitchen in Morristown. 

 

Friday, November 7:  Painting Service Project 
Help us welcome our new Interim Pastor, Robert Gamble, and his wife, Yulia, as we help them 
with some painting projects in their new home.  Meet at Fellowship Hall at 1:00 pm and wear old 
clothing.       

 

   Group Dinner 
We’ll gather at 6:00 pm for a pizza dinner in Fellowship Hall.  
 

Saturday, November 8: The Relief Bus Service Project 
Join us for a unique opportunity to serve the poor and homeless on the streets of New York City!  
Meet at Fellowship Hall at 6:45 am.  We’ll head to The Relief Base in Elizabeth, NJ to help 
prepare homemade soup.  Then we’ll board the Relief Bus, a soup kitchen on wheels, and head 
to Harlem to serve food and personally interact with clients.   Afterwards, we’ll return to The 

Relief Base to clean up and return home by 5:00 pm.h 
 

Sunday, November 9: Worship Service 

Join us for Sunday worship.  We’ll all sit together in Fellowship Hall for the service. 

 

2014 Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 14 

 

This year the Sunday School Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 
14 during worship.  More information will be available in early December.  If you 
would like to be a part of the pageant, please email Katherine Newburg at 
colorful.infinity@gmail.com. 
 

 

In addition, we would love for any student willing to share their gift of music with 
the congregation to volunteer to perform during the service.  Please also contact Katherine if you would 
like to play an instrument, sing or dance on December 14 during worship. 

mailto:colorful.infinity@gmail.com
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It’s Time To Brighten a Child’s Life 
Christmas Is for Children 2014 

  

Christmas Is for Children, Inc. is a non-profit, non-denominational organization dedicated to providing 
all children the love, care, and joy that comprise the spirit of Christmas.  Since 1991, CIFC has supported 
over tens of thousands of local, underprivileged children dealing with poverty, 
AIDS, domestic violence, and substance-abusing parents. 
  

 Local social agencies, such as Children on the Green, Homeless Solutions, and 
Eric Johnson House, help to identify those children in our community who are 
most in need of assistance this holiday season.    
 

 On Sunday, November 23, gift wish lists will be available at Coffee Hour for 
anyone who would like to sponsor a local child this Christmas.   
 

 To learn more about Christmas Is for Children, log onto 
www.NJChristmasIsForChildren.org or contact Susan Fischer at 908-204-0820. 

 

 Mission & Outreach Thanksgiving Outreach 
 

Homeless Solutions shelter and transitional housing programs need our help.  They prepared a 
“Wish List” of items that are essential for their programs.  Let’s show our gratitude by contributing 
items from this list. 
 

HOMELESS SOLUTIONS THANKSGIVING WISH LIST 
 

1. Twin sized sheets (new or very good condition) 
2. Twin sized blankets (new or very good condition) 
3. Anti-bacterial soap (large refill sized bottles & regular sized) 
4. Cold breakfast cereal 
5. Coffee (regular ground coffee, not instant) 
6. Paper towels 
7. Toilet paper 

 

FPCNV has supported the efforts of Homeless Solutions since they began 31 years ago.  Their mission 
remains: to offer shelter, services, and supportive housing to homeless and low-income people. 

 

For the homeless and working poor in our community, hope begins at Homeless Solutions, Inc.  A 
private, non-profit organization, they have been helping those in need for over 30 years.  In 2013, 
they served 313 people by providing emergency shelter and transitional housing.  Their case 
managers offer the support needed to help their guests rebuild their lives and successfully return to 
independent living.  They also develop permanent supportive housing that is energy efficient for very 
low, low, and moderate income families and individuals.  They provided affordable housing to 133 
people in 2013.  By supporting HSI, we are making a tangible difference in the lives of those most in 
need in our community. 
 

Please deliver your items to Fellowship Hall before November 24th. 

http://www.NJChristmasIsForChildren.org
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Welcome! 
Sunday, October 5 was a busy day at the First 

Presbyterian Church of New Vernon.  Our Interim 
Pastor, Dr. Robert Gamble, preached his first 

sermon in the pulpit.  We welcomed three new 
members, Miranda and Kleanthis Christadoulou, 

and their granddaughter, Miranda Louka, into our 

Church Family.  The Congregational Life 
Committee sponsored a well-attended (and 

thoroughly enjoyed) Welcome Luncheon for Dr. 
Gamble and his wife, Yulia! 
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Thank you, Jane Coyle, for sharing these pictures with all of us! 
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 Book Club Meeting Dates  
&  

Book Selections 
  

Where:  Library     When:  7:30 pm 

  
NOV  11 Flash Boys:  A Wall Street Revolt  

 by Michael Lewis 
  

DEC TBA Café Beethoven or Soho 33 
  

JAN 13 The Secret History by Donna Tartt 
  

FEB 10 In the Shadow of the Banyan  

 by Vaddey Ratner    
  

MAR 10 Life After Life by Kate Atkinson  
  

APR  14 The Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg 
  

MAY 12 The Light Between Oceans  

 by M.L. Stedman 
  

JUN  9 The Secret Life of Bletchly Park:  The 

 WWII Codebreaking Centre and the Men 

 and Women Who Worked There 

 by Sinclair McKay 

 FPCNV Book Club 

November Selection & Calendar 
Flash Boys is about a small group of Wall Street 

guys who figure out that the U.S. stock market has 

been rigged for the benefit of insiders and that, post

–financial crisis, the markets have become not 

more free but less, and more controlled by the big 

Wall Street banks. Working at different firms, they 

come to this realization separately; but after they 

discover one another, the flash boys band together and set out 

to reform the financial markets. This they do by creating an 

exchange in which high-frequency trading—source of the most 

intractable problems—will have no advantage whatsoever. 
 

The characters in Flash Boys are completely different from what 

you think of when you think “Wall Street guy.” Several have 

walked away from jobs in the financial sector that paid them 

millions of dollars a year. From their new vantage point they 

investigate the big banks, the world’s stock exchanges, and high

-frequency trading firms, and expose the many strange new 

ways that Wall Street generates profits. 
 

The light that Lewis shines into the darkest corners of the 

financial world may not be good for your blood pressure, 

because if you have any contact with the market, even a 

retirement account, this story is happening to you. But in the 

end, Flash Boys is an uplifting read. Here are people who have 

somehow preserved a moral sense in an environment where 

you don’t get paid for that; they have perceived an 

institutionalized injustice and are willing to go to war to fix it. 

-  Amazon.com  

MEN’S BREAKFAST IS NOW 
MEETING MONTHLY 

On the 

Second Wednesdays at the     
Red Rooster in New Vernon 

  

7:30-8:30 am 
  

 
 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS PROJECT 
 

The Music & Worship Committee, along with David 
Mitchell, are working on a special Christmas Project 
featuring an inspiring visual gift to the Congregation. 

 

Here’s what we need by Nov. 20th… 
 

A favorite picture of yourself as a child and one for 
each family member who would like to participate. 
 

Either bring a hard copy (with your name and contact 
information on the back) to Debbie in the Church 
Office for scanning by November 20, 

 

Or, for you high tech folks, email a digital image to: 
officeadmin@pcnv.org  by November 20. 
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An Evening of Opera 2014 ~ Another Success! 

On Friday, October 3, Elena Theresa Bird brought us a delightful evening of opera, operetta, 
and Broadway favorites with her friends, NYC emerging talents:  Timothy Bostwick, Lois 
Buesser, John-Andrew Fernandez, Ann Louise Glasser, Benjamin Krumreig, and Emily Way.  
Thank you, Elena, et al! 

An Evening of Opera 

Performers 
(left to right) 
 

 

Back Row: 
 

Timothy Bostwick, baritone 

John-Andrew Fernandez, baritone 

Benjamin Krumreig, tenor 

 

Front row:   

Lois Buesser, piano 

Elena Therea Bird, soprano 

Ann Louise Glasser, mezzo-soprano 

Emily Way, soprano 

CHORAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Sunday, December 21 

 

The Choir will be presenting a Christmas Program during the 
Worship Service on Sunday, December, 21.  Look for details in 
the December edition of The Pipe Organ. 
 

You Are Invited 
 

The Christmas Spirit of Giving is almost here! Please consider 
giving some of your time and talent to our choir for Advent and 
Christmas. Rehearsals for Christmas music will begin the first 
week of November. 
 

Please join the choir on Thursdays from 7:30-9:00 pm in 
Fellowship Hall! Singers of much, or even no, experience are 
invited. Email Elena or Amanda for more information at: 
 

elentbird@gmail.com  or  amandatsukamoto@msn.com  
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Rejoice, Greatly! 
Sunday, December 7 at 3:00 pm 

Delbarton Abbey 
Morristown, NJ 

 
Elena will be presenting a Christmas Concert at the Delbarton Abbey in Morristown 
on Sunday, December 7 at 3:00 pm.  She will be joined by several other musicians, 
including:  Elise Figa, soprano; Carlos Guestas, classical guitar and theorbo; Krista 
Sweer, piano; Jenny Cline, flute; and Ian Tomesch, organ, among others.   
 

It will feature music of the 16th and 17th centuries, as well as classical Art Song and 20th-century holiday 
classics in a chamber music setting.  The concert is in collaboration with the concert series at the 
Delbarton Abbey and all profits will be donated to charity.  Please join Elena and her friends for this 
musical treat.  It is sure to be a highlight of the Season. 

Elena Bird Zolnick Performs in Local Concert  

The Congregational Life Committee 
Invites you to attend 

  

The 2014 Christmas Dinner 
  

Sunday, December 7 
6:00 pm 

In Fellowship Hall 
  

We will celebrate the Advent Season once again 
with a congregational celebration in Fellowship Hall. 

  
We welcome all members, new or seasoned, who  

would like to join the Congregational Life Committee. 
This group enhances the life of our congregation 

with numerous events during the year. 
  
  

  
Meg Richardson will be coordinating  

the dinner. 
  

Come and enjoy the spirit of the 
Christmas Season with each other. 



Stewardship Campaign for 2015 
Crossroads 500! Stewardship Campaign Ending Soon 

  

We are asking all church members and friends who intend to pledge to the 2015 stewardship  
campaign, please return your completed  pledge cards to Darlene in the Church Office.  Our thanks 
go out to those who have already done so as the total giving numbers continue to climb!  Remember 
that it is also possible to gift appreciated securities to the Church to fulfill your pledge; the 
instructions are on the website or you can call Deb Hennessey.  Our campaign ends November 17, 
and the target of $500,000 will allow the Finance Committee to plan for the coming church year, 
covering expenses and increasing our outreach to the needy in our area.  Stewardship is such an 
important part of our faith.  Think about this and join us.  God bless you and our church! 
 
Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running 
over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again.  - Luke 6:38  
 

Jonathan Shelby, 
Stewardship Chair 
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The Church in Your Will 

 
Have you considered adding the First Presbyterian Church of New 
Vernon to your will? 
 

A charitable bequest is one way everyone can give, may provide 
estate tax benefits, and can be in any amount.  By adding FPCNV to 
your estate plan, you can leave a legacy that will benefit our church 
community.  

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-6-38/
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Blessing of the Animals on October 12 



   

 

 
 

 

               
 

Christmas Eve Services   
Donations for Fellowship Hall Decorations 

 

To include a dedication in the Christmas Eve Bulletins,  
please fill out the form below and make sure it gets into 

the Church Office with your  
donation by Monday, December 22. 

 

Christmas Eve Decoration Donation Form 
 

Your Name:              
 

I would like my donation to be dedicated as follows: 
 

 

  In Memory of          In Honor of     
      

         
 

         
 

          

 

Adult Ed:  Chaplain Herman Scott 
Morris County Correctional Facility 

Sunday, November 23 
11:30 am 

 

Morris County Correctional Facility’s Chaplain, Rev. Herman Scott, will bring us a 
PowerPoint presentation about the Chaplaincy Program and the challenges 
faced in its multi-religion setting.  As inmates grapple to come to terms with the 

choices that brought them there and the impact of those choices on their relationships with family 
(made painfully apparent at holiday times), Rev. Scott will discuss the difficulties in trying to help 
them move forward into a future that will not be a repeat of the past.    Please join us for this 
relevant topic.  Although our country represents only 5% of the world’s population, it houses 25% of 
the world’s prisoners. 
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NOVEMBER 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 
       

 
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

10 am Worship  
 

Communion  
Sunday       

  
 
  

Women’s  
Bible Study 
9:30-11 am 
 

  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bible Study 
9:00 am 
  

Youth Group  
Soup Kitchen 
Project 2 pm 
 

 
Choir 7:30 pm 

  
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

 

Youth Group  
Painting Project 

1:00 pm 
 

6:00 pm Youth 
Group Dinner 

 
 

 
 
 
Youth Group  
6:45 am 
Relief Bus Service 
Trip to NYC 
  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 

10 am Worship  
  

Youth Group to 
Attend Worship 
Service Together 
 

Women’s  
Bible Study  
9:30-11 am 
  

Madison Garden 
Club 11 am -3 pm 
 

Deacons Meeting 
7:00 pm 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Book Club 
7:30 pm-
Library 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
At Red Rooster 

7:30 am 
   

 
 
 

  
  

Bible Study 
9:00 am 
 
 
Choir 7:30 pm 

  
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

 
  
 
  
 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
10 am Worship  

 

  

Women’s  
Bible Study  
9:30-11 am 
 
Madison Garden 
Club 11 am -3 pm 
 
Finance Com. Mtg 
7 pm 

  

 
 

 
 

 
Session Mtg 
7 pm  

  
  
  

 
 
  
 
Adult Ed Mtg 
5 pm 

Bible Study 
9:00 am 
 

NV Garden 
Club 9:00 am 
 

Membership 
5:30 pm 
 

 

Choir 7:30 pm 

  
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
10 am Worship 

 
 Adult Education 

Rev. Herman Scott 
MCCF Chaplaincy 

Challenges 
11:30 am 

 
Christmas Is For 
Children  Lists 

Women’s  
Bible Study  
9:30-11 am 
  

     No Bible Study 
 

Happy  
Thanksgiving 

 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

 

30 
10 am Worship 

No Sunday School 

      

Church Office Is Closed 
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Mason Bishop Mitchell 

 

Sunday, November 2 

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Preacher:  Dr. Robert Gamble 
Liturgist:   Carol Conger Vellekamp 

Text:  Luke 23:39-43 

Sunday, November 9 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Preacher:  Dr. Robert Gamble 
Liturgist:   Peter Saulnier 

Text:  Luke 16:1-13 

Sunday, November 16 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Preacher: Rev. Richard Dole 
Liturgist:   Jane Coyle 

Text:  TBA 

Sunday, November 23 

Christ the King Sunday 
 

Preacher:  Dr. Robert Gamble 
Liturgist:   Marion Hoffman 

 Text:  Luke 23:39-43 

NOVEMBER  WORSHIP  PLANS 

Sunday, November 30  

First Sunday of Advent 
 

Preacher:  Dr. Gamble 
Liturgist:   TBA 

     

Matthew 24: 6-8, 24, 32, 36-44  



CHURCH OFFICE 
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
NEW VERNON, NEW JERSEY 07976 
Phone:  973-538-8394                       
E-mail:   office@pcnv.org 
website: www. pcnv.org 

E-mail Addresses 
The Church Office is still collecting and correcting e-mail addresses from our 
members.  If you would like to be included in various e-mail mailings, please 

e-mail officeadmin@pcnv.org or call 973-538-8394. 

 
The Pipe Organ 
First Presbyterian Church 
2 Lee’s Hill Road, PO Box 218 
New Vernon, NJ 07976-0218 

 

NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

November 6-9 
Youth Group Service Project Weekend! 

Details on page 4 
  

November 23 
Christmas Is For Children at Coffee Hour 
Adult Ed:  Prison Chaplaincy Challenges 

 
Welcome Luncheon pictures 

pages 6 & 7 
 

Blessing of the Animals 
pictures on page 12 

 


