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We often remember Patrick as the saint who brought 
Christianity to Ireland, chasing out the snakes, and 
teaching about the trinity with a three-leafed clover. 
What many people do not realize is that this was not 
the first time he travelled to Ireland. 
 

Patrick grew up in Roman Britain in a family that was 
not especially religious. When he was a teenager, his 
village was raided by Irish pirates who kidnaped 
Patrick and took him away to Ireland where he spent 
the next six years as a slave. 
 

During those six years in Ireland, Patrick began to find 
great comfort in his faith. He slowly transformed from 
being a nominal Christian to a person of profound 
belief. One night, while out in the fields, he had a 
dream telling him to run south from the estate  
 

Continued on page 2 

 

Christ came and preached peace to you who were far away 
and peace to those who were near. For through him we both 
have access to the Father by one Spirit. Consequently, you 
are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens 
with God’s people and also members of his household.  
Ephesians 2:17-20 
 

I am writing this article on the eve of my pilgrimage to the 
Isle of Iona, off the west coast of Scotland. In the weeks 
leading up to this trip, I have been reading about the 
golden age of the Celtic Church, which began in the 5th 
century and lasted about 500 years. These centuries saw 
the Christian faith flourish in the British Isles and spread 
much further afield, thanks to the missionary work of saints 
like Patrick, Columba, and Columbanus. Their willingness to 
travel and to live on the generosity of others was fueled in 
large part by their faith. A sermon from St. Columbanus 
echoes Paul’s words to the Ephesians. He calls Christians 
hospes mundi, “guests of the world,” and speaks of life 
itself as a kind of pilgrimage. 
 

Usually the term pilgrimage is used to describe travel to a 
remote or holy location. Pilgrims hope to encounter God as 
they travel and to receive some sort of spiritual benefit as 
they move out of their familiar surroundings into unknown 
and sometimes dangerous territories. In describing life as a 
pilgrimage, the Celts draw our attention to two important 
truths. First, that each of us, as a Christian, is called to 
model a different way of living in the world. We are, as Paul 
says, first and foremost members of the household of God. 
The things we say and do in our daily lives are meant to 
point towards this reality. 
 

Second: Just as our travel plans can be upended 
unexpectedly, so can life. As much as we might like to think 
otherwise, we can never be in total control. At some point 
we are forced to learn this lesson and learn to let go of the 
idea that complete control is possible. Viewing life as a 
pilgrimage acknowledges our dependence on God and on 
others along the way. Saint Patrick’s life offers a beautiful 

illustration of this. 
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where he was being held. He managed to escape and eventually found 
a boat on the coast that took him back to Britain. Patrick was relieved 
to be free, to reunite with his family, and so grateful to God that he 
decided to study for the priesthood. 
 

However, rather than remain in England and serve the church there, 
Patrick felt called to return to Ireland. His goal was to convert those 
who had kidnapped him decades earlier. This was a bold decision and 
not one he arrived at overnight. But once the decision was made, 
Patrick stepped out in faith making a second pilgrimage to Ireland. 
Ministry there was not easy. It did not find overnight success, but 
through prayerful perseverance Patrick was able to plant the seeds of 
faith throughout Ireland. And once those seeds began to bear fruit, his 
ministry flourished. The influence of Patrick’s church spread across all 
of Ireland, on into the West of Scotland and Northern England. Even 
Iona, where I am traveling, was established as a missionary base by 
monks traveling across from Ireland in the 6th century. 
 

Patrick made these twin pilgrimages to Ireland 1600 years ago. In 
many ways our modern world would be incomprehensible to him. 
Despite these differences, Patrick and his contemporaries would know 
what it means to live in uncertain times. They would understand what 
it feels like to come face to face with the fragility of life. And their 
faithfulness in the midst of these challenges can serve as a powerful 
inspiration to us.  
 

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul tells us, “you are no longer 
foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people.” As we 
journey through life, may we always remember that our journey is a 
sacred one. As a pilgrim people, we encounter God in each moment of 
life; we offer each other support along the way. And we give thanks 
that, however difficult or meandering our journey may sometimes 
feel, its destination is certain. 
 

We who are on the road should hasten on, for the whole of our life is like 
one day’s journey. Just like pilgrims we should continuously sigh and 
long for our homeland, for travelers are always filled with hope and 
desire for the road’s end. And so, since we are travelers and pilgrims in 
this world, let us think upon the end of the road, that is of our life, for 
the end of our way is our home. —Saint Columbanus, 6th century 
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MAY  SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
From the May 15, 2018 meeting at 7:00 pm 

 

 

The meeting began with Rev. Stone  leading devotions 
 

 

  
Pastor’s Report: 

 Had 14 pastoral visits and 14 administrative meetings. 
 Celebrated the baptism of Jamie Miller on Saturday, April 21. 
 Officiated at the wedding of David Vliet on Saturday, April 28. 
 Attended a celebration of the Presbytery’s partnership with Nairobi, Kenya and met up with George and Merle 

Chorba on Sunday, May 6. 
 Will be away from afternoon of May 27 to June 10 leading a pilgrimage to Iona, Scotland.  Nicola Whyte will be 

preaching May 27, and Joanne Miller is preaching June 3 and June 10 which is a communion Sunday. 
 Has agreed to be co-moderator of Presbytery meetings and requested that an Elder of PCNV join him on a 

rotating basis. 
 Read a beautiful letter of faith and thanks from Christina, who is Bill Bruen’s caregiver and a regular attendee at 

our services. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Adult Education (Martha Coy):  
Had a brief meeting today and reviewed ideas for speakers in the fall of 2018.  Put an ad in the bulletin for the 
congregation to contribute ideas.  Looking to have 6 or 7 speakers by the end of June. 

 

Youth Education (Don Richardson, excused): 
 Breakfast with the Confirmands will be Sunday, May 20 at 9:00 am. 
 Messy Church will be Saturday, May 19 from 4-6:00 pm. 
 

Cemetery (Carol Vellekamp) 
 Irv Zander cleared out the brush around the Memorial Garden. 
 Tony will power wash the Garden; he has cleared some overhanging willows. 
 
Congregational Life (Jenn McCann):   
 Church picnic will be June 24 at Eileen’s house. 
 Jenn is looking for any old photos of the Church for the formal celebration of the 185th year of PCNV in the fall.  

Will be a luncheon in September and perhaps include people from the past of the Church: George Chorba, Rick 
Sweeney, Maggie Gray, Barbara Winter, et al.   

 
Finance (Keith Wood): 
 Check signers must be voted on by Session: JAS, Peter Saulnier, Keith Wood, and Scott Noyes.  Session voted 

and passed unanimously.   
 Cash position is $200k, somewhat below last year.  Might need a reminder this summer for the congregation to 

fulfill their pledges.   
 Investment results are good due to shortening duration on bonds. 
 $115k in CIF; after 2018 and 2019 there will about $8k left. Should have $55k in Sure Foundation at end of 

2018.  Will look to move SF reserve to CIF after receiving permission from the donors. 
 Rental properties: lease expires on #6 Lee’s Hill at the end of May. Concerned about renters finding housing 

and moving on. Meetings have begun with interested renters. 
 Crossroads Society update: 17 families and 29 members signed up. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Building & Grounds (Tom Ewig): 
 John Thomas is working on the septic system at the Manse. 
 Also looking into air conditioning at the Manse.  
 Gave thanks for the great job Mike McDonald has done on the Manse property. 
 

Membership (Jane O’Keeffe): 
 Postponed luncheon to greet prospective new members, but there is a good list. 
 Decided to have pictures to go in ServantKeeper.  Photographer will be here to take pictures on June 

17 and 24 following the service.   
 

Mission & Outreach (Eileen McDonald): 
 Checks will be going out to our beneficiary organizations in June. 
 Going to use Jersey Cares to organize mission activities with these groups. 

 

Nominating (Carol Conger) 
 Meeting following worship on Sunday, 5/20 to elect members to the Nominating Committee. 
 Will have a congregational vote on Lisa Chapman and Sandy Finlayson on May 20.  

 

Stewardship (Tom MacCowatt, excused):  
Keith reported that Tom and Bill are looking at online pledging and payments.   

 

Worship and Music (Peter Saulnier):  
 Had the second meeting of the Committee to review the church service.  Then a third meeting last 

Thursday re: what are we trying to do in the church service?  What is important to us?  Came up with a 
first draft mission statement which was distributed.   

 Another plea to push Marty to attract more choir members and to report back to Peter. 
 

Adjourned with prayer by Bill Stone at 8:55 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Jonathan Shelby, 
Clerk of Session 

 

 

HOW TO CREATE A HEALTHY LIFE 
 

A series of free talks at Grace Counseling Center, 16 Madison Ave, Madison 
Tuesday, June 5; 1:00 p.m.  

 

Why Won’t My Child Listen to Me?  (Challenges of Parenting) 
 

Problematic behaviors are frustrating for parents and complicate communication with your child.  Learn 
ways to understand these communications and how to respond during a crisis.  This workshop will provide 
opportunities to share challenges and learn interventions to use with children. 
 

Presented by Ryan Williams, M.A. 
 

 

PLEASE RSVP TO 973-822-0707 – SPACE IS LIMITED 



 

Youth Celebration 
Sunday, June 10 

 
 

If you have a young person who will be graduating 
this year, please let Debbie know your student's 
name and the school from which they are  
graduating at  
 

officeadmin@pcnv.org or 
 973-538-8394. 

 

 
 

 
NEXT SENIOR LUNCHEON 

 

Wednesday, June 27 at 12:00 pm 
 

This month’s special luncheon for our Seniors, 
their friends, and caregivers will be on Wednes-
day, June 25th at 12:00 pm. 
 

If you would like to attend, please RSVP by May 
21st to Debbie Hennessey in the Church Office:  
 

dhennessey@pcnv.org or 973-538-8394 

Church Picnic 
Hosted by the Congregational Life Committee 

Celebrating Our 185th Anniversary 
Sunday, June 24 

Immediately following worship 
 

 

This year’s picnic will be held at the home of  
Eileen and Mike McDonald 

4 Crane Road, New Vernon, NJ 
 

Please sign up in Fellowship Hall  
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A NOTE FROM JANY 
 

Dear Church Family, 
  

I am proud and happy to share with you new of my daughter, Nicole’s artistic achievements.  She partici-
pated in three different piano competitions this year with the following results:   
  

Rondo Young Artist Music Competition in NYC:  Second Place 
Piano Accolades Competition at Mannes School of Music:  Pre-Senior Winner 

  

Nicole also auditioned for the Honors Program at Mannes School of Music and was admitted to the pro-
gram for the fall.  In addition, she performed in NYC at The Scandinavian House, Mannes School of Music, 
Metropolitan Koryo UMC, and here at the First Presbyterian Church of New Vernon.     
  
Thank you all for your support and welcoming. 
God Bless. 
Jany 
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 PICTURE DAY 

June 17 & 24 
after Morning Worship 

 

We are in the process of updating our directory and need your help.  A professional photographer 

will be taking portraits on June 17 and 24 immediately after the worship service. 
 

We need you: 
 

1. To come and have your photo taken. 
 

2. To ensure that Debbie has your correct contact information, and that 

she knows if you would like any contact information to remain 

unpublished. 
 

You can reach the office at: 

officeadmin@pcnv.org or 

973-538-8394 

 FPCNV Book Club 
 

The Body Builders:  Inside the 
Science of the Engineered 
Human  by Adam Piore 

 

For millennia humans have tried - 

and often failed - to master nature 

and transcend our limits. But this 

has started to change. The new 

scientific frontier is the human body: the greatest 

engineers of our generation have turned their sights 

inward, and their work is beginning to revolutionize 

mankind. 
 

In The Body Builders, Adam Piore takes us on a 

fascinating journey into the field of bioengineering - 

which can be used to reverse engineer, rebuild, and 

augment human beings - and paints a vivid portrait of 

the people at its center. Chronicling the ways new 

technology has retooled our physical expectations and 

mental processes, Piore visits people who have regrown 

parts of their fingers and legs in the wake of terrible 

traumas, tries on a muscle suit that allows him to lift 90 

pounds with his fingertips, dips into the race to create 

"Viagra for the brain", and shadows the doctors trying  to 

give mute patients the ability to communicate  

telepathically. 

As science continues to lay bare the mysteries of human 

performance, it is helping us to see - and exist - above 

our expectations. The Body Builders will take listeners 

beyond the headlines and the hype to introduce them to 

the inner workings and the outer reaches of our bodies 

and minds and explore how new developments are 

changing, and will forever change, what is possible for 

humankind. 

- Amazon.com  

Meeting Dates and Book Selections 
  

Where:  Library        
When:  7:30 pm 

   

  

JUN  12 The Body Builders: Inside the Science of the 
 Engineered Human by Adam Piore  
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 Calendar of Events June, 2018 
 

 
 

JUNE 
SUN 06/03  Communion 
SUN 06/10  Youth Celebration Sunday  
TUE 06/12  Deacons’ Meeting @ 7 pm 
SUN 06/17  Fathers’ Day 
                       Photo Sessions after worship 

 

MON 06/18  Finance Committee Meeting @ 7pm 
TUE 06/19  Session Meeting @ 7 pm 
SUN 06/24  Photo Sessions & Church Picnic  
         immediately after worship 
WED 06/27  Senior Luncheon at 12:00 pm 

 

This Paraphrase of Isaiah 55:1-11 was prepared by a coeditor of the hymnal 
compiled for the Presbyterian Church of Canada.  The straightforward iambic 
text is organized by an unobtrusive abcd rhyme scheme that does not get in the 
way of the natural word order.   
 
As with some other hymn texts based on biblical passages, the voice behind 
these words is not 
always clear.  The 

first three and the last stanzas are the 
invitation of God, while the fourth stanza is 
the voice of the prophet.  Such distinctions 
are sometimes blurred even in printings of 
the Bible, because it isn’t always obvious how 
many verses are covered by a “thus says the 
Lord” at the beginning or end of a passage. 
 
To distinguish the prophet’s voice in stanza 4 
from the voice of God in the other stanzas, it 
might be helpful to have that stanza sung by 
a soloist or small choir.  If the guitar chords 
provided are used to  determine the style of 
accompaniment, a solo melody instrument 
(flute, oboe, violin, recorder) would be useful 
for helping the singers to identify their pitch 
and pacing. 
 
Source:   

Glory to God; A Companion by Carl P. Daw Jr. 

 

You Thirsty Ones, Come 
 

You thirsty ones, come to the spring! Have you no money? 

Come, buy wine and milk; come, buy and eat without a 

price or sum, without a price or sum. 
 

Why do you work and earn and spend on that which is not  

bread?  O listen now and come to me; eat what is 

good instead; eat what is good instead. 

 

This food delights and satisfies, the food your God can 

Give; incline your ear and come to me; O hear that 

You may live; O hear that you may live. 

 

Return while God may still be found, and call while God 

will hear; now let the wicked quit their ways while yet the 

Lord is near, while yet the Lord is near. 

 

My word like heaven’s snow descends; it falls like heaven’s 

rain; it waters all the thirsty earth and shall not go in vain, 

and shall not go in vain. 

You Thirsty Ones, Come                         78 
 

Author:  Andrew Donaldson (b. 1951) 
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Deacons’ Mothers’ Day  
Pantry Sale 

 

FUNDRAISER RESULTS 
  

Congratulations go out to our dedicated Deacons.  

Their Mothers’ Day Pantry Sale raised $933 for the 

Person In Need (PIN) Fund.  Their tireless efforts 

are a true blessing, and all of their hard work is 

appreciated by a grateful congregation. 

 

Save the Date 
 

FPCNV’s 185th Anniversary 
Celebration Luncheon 

 

Sunday, September 23 
 
 

We look forward to formally celebrating 185 years of ministry 

in New Vernon this fall!  Mark your calendars now and join us 

for a celebratory Worship Service and luncheon. 

 

You can help us get ready by bringing in photos and other 

items from our Church's history.  You can drop them off in the 

Church Office.  Make sure your name and address are 

attached to anything you drop off.  Digital pictures can be sent 

to Debbie at: 

 
 officeadmin@pcnv.org  
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Many thanks go out to May photo submitters:  Andrea Di Ruggiero, Bill Stone, and John Thomas 

Those gathered for the Children’s Sermon, stayed to congratulate the Confirmation Class of 2018. 
 

  Confirmands pictured below, from left:   
Nicole Izaguirre, Kristin Bednarski, Zachary McCann, Katie Ewig, Kaity Bednarski, and Grant Myers. 

Confirmation May 20th, 2018 
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Messy Church 
 

A good time was had by all... 

Messy Church 
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Messy Church 



12- The Pipe Organ         JUNE 2018 

 

Staying Connected over the Summer Months 
 

In last month’s edition of The Pipe Organ, Rev. Stone introduced our “Flat Jesus” Summer Project,  based on 
the novel Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown, as a way to keep us connected over the summer holidays and remind us 
that God is with us everywhere we go. 
 

If you forgot to pick up your copy of “Flat Jesus” before leaving on vacation, you can cut out the image below, 
and send a picture and note back to the Church so that we can hear about your adventures.  Remember that 
no trip is too near or too far! 
 

Once you’ve snapped a photo, email it, along with a short note, to Debbie at officeadmin@pcnv.org.  
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

Center for Musical Excellence  
 

Presents 
 

 

THE WUNDERTRIO 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 

Sunday, July 1  
3:00 pm 

 

 

The Wundertrio is made up of international young musicians Francesco Barfoed, piano 
(Denmark), Patrice Calixte, violin (Canada), and Cory Blais, cello (Texas, US). Spending their 
summer touring the United States and Denmark, this trio brings fantastic music for piano trio 
to our Church.   
 

Program includes: 
Ravel: Sonata for violin and cello  

Turina: Trio no. 2 in b-minor for cello, violin and piano  
Kapustin: Piano sonata no. 6  

Shostakovich: Trio no. 2 in e-minor for cello, violin and piano 
 

 

Admission is free 

Cory Blais,  
cello 

Patrice Calixte,  
violin  

Francesco Barfoed, 
piano 
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JUNE 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 2 

    
  
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
  

  

 
AA Meeting 

noon  
 
  

  
   
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

14Worship 10 am 
  

Coffee Hour 11 am 
 

  

Women’s  
Bible Study   
9:30-11 am 
 
 

  
Women’s AA 
Step Meeting 

noon 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  

 

Bible Study  
9:30-10:30 am 
 
  
 
 
 
Choir 7:30 pm 

  
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

  

 
 
  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Worship 10 am 
COMMUNION 

Youth Celebration 
Coffee Hour 11 am 

 
  
 
  
 

Women’s  
Bible Study   
9:30-11 am 
 
 
 

 
Women’s AA 
Step Meeting 

noon 
 
Deacons 7 pm 
 
Book Club 
7:30 p Library 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

PELA Meeting 
5:30 pm-7pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir 7:30 pm 

  
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon  

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 
 Worship   10 am 

  
Photo Sessions  

Immediately follow-
ing worship 

 
Coffee Hour 11 am 

 

Women’s  
Bible Study   
9:30-11 am 
 
 
 
 
Finance Committee 
Meeting 7 pm 

  
 
 

Women’s AA 
Step Meeting 

noon 
 

Session Mtg. 
7 pm 
 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

Bible Study  
9:30-10:30 am 
 
  
 

  
  

 
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

 
 
 
  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Worship   10 am 

 
Church Picnic 

& Photo Sessions 
Immediately follow-

ing worship 
  

 
  

 
 
 

Women’s AA 
Step Meeting 

noon 

 
 
 

Sr Luncheon 
Noon 

Bible Study  
9:30-10:30 am 
 
  
 

  
  

 
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 
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June Worship Plans 

Sunday, June 3 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
  

Preacher:  Rev. Joanne Miller 
Liturgist:  Carol Conger Vellekamp 

  

Sunday, June 10  

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
  

Preacher:  Rev. Joanne Miller  
Liturgist:   Eileen Urban 

  

Sunday, June 17  

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

Preacher:  Rev. William H. Stone, III 
Liturgist:  Marion Hoffman 

Sunday, June 24 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

Preacher:  Rev. William H. Stone, III 
Liturgist:  Jane Coyle 

Help the Adult Education Committee  
Meet Your Needs and Interests 

 

Please fill out and place in offering basket 
 

SUNDAY SPEAKER SERIES:  
Topic(s) I am interested in:  

 
  _______________________________________________  
 
  _______________________________________________  
 
  _______________________________________________  

 
I can suggest a speaker.  Name and contact details:  
 
 ________________________________________________  
 
 ________________________________________________  
 

After worship on Sunday is the best time for Adult Ed 
programs: 
 

 Agree          Disagree        Other: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
You are Invited 

 

Do you have ideas for interesting  
and informative Adult Education programs? 

Would you enjoy giving input on the types of 
speakers we bring in and the topics that we 
present to the congregation?  If so, please 

consider joining the Adult Education 
Committee.  If  interested, contact  

Martha Coy at 
 

mtcoy1@aol.com 



CHURCH OFFICE 
 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 NEW VERNON, NEW JERSEY 07976                                                                                                              
 Phone:    973-538-8394 
 E-mail:      office@pcnv.org 
 Fax:           973-538-3969 
 website:   www. pcnv.org 
    

E-mail Addresses 
The Church Office is still collecting and correcting members’ e-mail addresses.  If you would like to be 

included in various e-mail mailings, please e-mail officeadmin@pcnv.org or call 973-538-8394. 
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JUNE HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

Sunday, June 10 
Youth Celebration Sunday 

 
Sunday, June 17 

First Picture Day Session 
 

Sunday, June 24 
Second Picture Day Session 

Church Picnic 
  

Wednesday, June 27 
Senior Luncheon 

  


